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TO THE ATTENTION OF              
ALL DLA MEMBERS 

The DLA News may have to be 
sent only through email to the members. 
Hence, please be kind enough to inform 
your email address if not already sent to 
us. 
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Smrithi Mandapam followed by the sessions in Rabindra 
Bhavan. Eminent scholars and erudite Professors were 
present. Prof. G.K. Panikkar, Hon. Director, ISDL 
and the ISDL researchers and staff arranged all the 
facilities well in advance for the event. The participants 
stayed in the ISDL campus itself with simple accommodation 
although they held high positions in reputed institutions. 
They were very happy and enthusiastic throughout the 
seminar. 

Inaugural Session 

Prof. G.K. Panikkar welcomed the gathering. 
The seminar was inaugurated by Prof. K. Karunakaran, 
former Vice Chancellor of Tamil University, Thanjavur. 
Prof. B. Ramakrishna Reddy, former Professor at 
Telugu University and Registrar, Dravidian University, 
Kuppam, Andhra Pradesh delivered the Presidential 
Address. Prof. R.C. Sharma, former Professor, C.A.S. 
in Linguistics, University of Delhi, Prof. G. Sreenivasa 
Varma, former Professor, C.A.S. in Linguistics, 
Annamalai University, Dr. L. Sobha, Senior Scientist, 
AU-KBC Research Centre, Anna University, Prof. K. 
Viswanatham, former Professor cum Deputy Director, 
CIIL and, at present, President of DLA and Prof. P.R. 
Dharmesh Fernandez, Professor cum Deputy Director, 
CIIL felicitated on the occasion. The session concluded 
with a vote of thanks proposed by Prof. Naduvattom 
Gopalakrishnan, Secretary, DLA. 

In the next session, two memorial lectures 
were held. The first lecture, Professor P. Somasekharan 
Nair Memorial Lecture, was chaired by Prof. N.P. 
Unni, former Vice Chancellor of Sree Sankaracharya 
Sanskrit University, Kalady, Kerala. The lecture was 
delivered by one of his own students, Dr. Ravisankar 
S. Nair, Associate Professor, Central University of 
Kasaragod. He described the works and studies of 
Prof. Somasekharan Nair and mentioned that Prof. Nair 
did a lot of work on tribal languages. He explained 
about the Kakkala tribes in Kerala and their language. 
Kakkala-s are known as Kuravar in Tamil Nadu and 
Yerukala in Andhra Pradesh. He added that this language 
is vanishing in Kerala now because most of the Kakkala-s 
are switching over to Malayalam. Dr. Ravisankar decorated 
his lecture with his own rhythmic style of presentation 
skills. The lecture was interesting and thought-provoking. 
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REPORT OF THE NATIONAL SEMINAR ON 
THE LANGUAGE SITUATION IN INDIA IN 

THE 21st CENTURY 
�� �� ����� �� �	
�����������

A national seminar on The Language Situation in 
India in the 21st Century was held in International School 
of Dravidian Linguistics on 14th and 15th February 2018. 
It was jointly organized by International School of 
Dravidian Linguistics and Central Institute of Indian 
Languages, Mysore at Prof. V.I. Subramoniam Memorial 
ISDL Complex, Menamkulam, Thiruvananthapuram. 
The seminar commenced on 14th February at 9.30 a.m. 
with a floral tribute to Prof. V.I. Subramoniam at his 
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The second memorial lecture, Professor A.P. 
Andrewskutty Memorial Lecture, started with a welcome 
address by Dr. E. Sainuddin, Senior Research Fellow, ISDL. 
It was chaired by Prof. K. Rangan, former Professor of 
Linguistics, Tamil University, Thanjavur. The lecture was 
delivered by Dr. Mahidas Bhattacharya, former Professor 
and Director, School of Languages and Linguistics, 
Jadavpur University, Kolkata. Prof. Andrewskutty, former 
professor of the University of Kerala, was an eminent scholar 
and contributed many works to the field of language and 
linguistics. The session ended with a vote of thanks proposed 
by Dr. V. Narayanan Bhattathiri, Senior Research Fellow, 
ISDL. This was followed by lunch-break. 

Parallel sessions began at 2 p.m. in Rabindra Bhavan. 
Over 45 papers were presented during the two days. The 
parallel sessions ended by 3.30 p.m. on the second day of 
the seminar followed by the valedictory session in the 
ground floor of Rabindra Bhavan. 

The first parallel session on 14th February 2018 at 
2 p.m. in Rabindra Bhavan was chaired by Prof. L. 
Ramamoorthy in which four papers were presented. 
Prof. S. Rajendran presented The Twenty-First Century 
Linguistic Ecology of Nilgris. It dealt with the language 
situation of Nilgris in the 21st century with its ecology. The 
second paper was presented by Dr. Yashawanta Singh. 
His paper entitled Tibeto-Burman Languages of North-
East in the 21st Century described the linguistic situation of 
Tibeto-Burman languages in each state, link language as 
well as the medium of instruction showing primers also. 
Prof. G. Sreenivasa Varma presented The Language 
Situation in the 21st Century with Special Reference to 
‘Vaagriboli’. He stated that Vaagriboli is the language of 
the Narikkuravar people in Tamil Nadu and this language 
belongs to western, Indo-Aryan branch related to Gujarathi, 
Rajasthani and Marathi. He described the migration of 
the Vaagri tribe to Tamil Nadu, some special features of 
Vaagriboli language, its grammar, its spoken-to-written 
form, efforts taken by individuals and institutions to 

 

form, efforts taken by individuals and institutions to 
upgrade Vaagriboli, medium of instruction in schools, 
books in Vaagriboli etc. He raised questions to the 
participants and concluded by saying that “Minority 
languages do not have life in the present-day educational 
system. What is the duty of linguists in solving this 
problem? Is it sufficient to document and keep in the 
shelves for further reference? In no way, speakers will 
be benefitted by their MT being retained and used in 
day-to-day life.”. 

Prof. V. Gnanasundaram presented On the 
Endangered Aspects of the Tribal Languages. Prof. K. 
Rangan presented the paper The Language Situation 
in India in the 21st Century. 

[To be continued] 

S. Vijaya Rajeswari 
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DERRIDA’S CONCEPT OF WORD AND MEANING: 
A CRITICAL ANALYSIS WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE 
TO THE SEMANTIC THEORIES OF SAUSSURE, 
� NANDAVARDHAN � C� RYA AND A.R. RAJARAJA-
VARMA 

D. Benjamin 

2018. PB. Demy 1/8. Pp. xvi + 64. 
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