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MALAYALAM UNIVERSITY - A MUST

Language & not the medium of culture: it is culture itself This awareness is The decisive factor lor the formation
of linguistic states. The other three states of South India having understood the imporance of linguistic states had
gone a long way in that direction. They recognized that Mother 1ongue is the best medium of contact with the people
and the Govemment. They also adopted the educational policy of using mother tongue. both for governance and
teaching Consequently a lot of programmes aimed at developing the mother tongue were formulated. For its
effective implementation and to provide ceniralized leadership the three states established language Universities. For
this they chose the ancient cultural centres.

The Tamil University established in 1981 is at Thanjavur, the intellectual centre of Tami Nadu. The Telugu
University (1991) is at Hyderabad, the capital of Andhra Pradesh. The Kannada University (1992) is at Hampi, the
capital of the Vijayanagara Empire. Besides, the Dravidian University (1997) established for comparative study of all
the languages including tribal languages and cultures of the Dravidian family in Andhra Pradesh is at Kuppam, the
confluence of the three states

The idea of establishing a Malayalam University in Kerala is at least one hundred years old. it was that of Prof
AR Raja Raja Varma, the first Professor of Malayalam who laid the foundation for the study and research in Modem
Malayalam. His desire is to have a University lor the people of Kerala who speak Malayalam, to develop their
language, literature, arts, culture, history and to unite Kerala culture spread out in the three politically governed
regions. His last wishes were fulfiled only when the Maharaja S Chithira Tirunal took reign and Sir C P Ramaswamy
lyer was appointed as Dewan of Travancore. However. a depanment of Malayalam for study and research stared in
Travancore University only after the celebration of its gokden jubilee.

This incident alone will suffice 1o show how much is our concern in the development of ourown language and
culture. The Government orders sent to the poor villagers even now are in English which they cannot read Kerala is
the onty state which did no! totally implement mother tongue as the official language

The EM.S. Ministry that took charge after the formation of Kerala day soon had appoinied an Expen
Committee comprising Komatti Achutha Menon. Dr. K. Bhaskaran Mair, K. Damodaran, P.T. Bhaskara Panikkar, L.C
Isaac to implement mother tongue as olicial language. The suggestion of the commitiee was that within seven years
it would be possible to make Malayalam as official language. Aler the expiry of hall a century. even al the
governmental level we could not implement is not at all worthy of pride. Thére were people who ﬂm.ﬂ':led that
Malayalam has not grown or developed 1o that extent.

Even the language used in the court is not Malayalam as to be understood by the common man. We could not
achigve even ong percent of the gains in this area achieved by the neighbouring slales. How can we raise our tongue
to argue for a University or 10 accord classical status to that language? We are not linguistic fanatics towards our
mother tongue,

It was in this context that the Kerala University organized a World Malayalam Conference 33 years ago 1o study
comprehensively the Malayalam language and Kerala cuiture. It was held for seven days in seven venues, more than
50 semirars were conducted, 500 research papers were presented, represeniatives from more than 20 foreign
countries paricipated - a very comprehensive array of events. It is on the basis of the recommendation ol this
conference that Inlernational study centres for Kerala culture, literature ete. were established in the Kerala University
It was this conference which emthused the lakhs of Malayalees scatiered in different parts of the globe and brought to
light the fact that the foreign money that flows dally to Kerala comes to crores of rupees. Also the country recognized
the service value of the non-resident Malayalees in foreign countries.




The creation of the Malavalam University eavisaged
a+ the ultimate goal of the World Conlference is still a
desideratum. This coveted endeavour can be achieved
withowt much financial commitments. It was agan
submitted to the Kerala Government at the time of the
Giolden jubilee celebrations of Kerala in 2006, It was
poimted cut that this could be achieved by uniting the arts,
culture znd language depariments. Along with this we can
organize traning programmes for creative wrilers and
artists in brerature and arts as those run in the California
Unirersiy and the Moscow Litcrary Instilule

The institutions like State Institute of Language,
Encyclopaedia, Malayalam Lexicon, Manuscripts Library,
Vyloppilli cultural centre, Folklore and Music Academues,
Archacology  Department  ctc.  now  functioning
independently under the Government and the University
can profitably be linked and brought under the new
University and its functions monitored effectively.

The proposed Malavalam University should also be
able to cooperate with the language Universitics and the
Dravidian University  functioning  clfectively in owr
ncighbouring states in organizing and implementing
innovative courses and rescarch schemes. By ercaling
separate faculties in the neglected branches of
Folkloristics, inscriptions, sculpture, architecture et they
can be rejuvenated.

The Malayalam script is the ancient Grantha Script
introduced in South India 1500 years ago 1o write Sanskrit
language by the Pallavas. This script became incvitable for
our language which was under the strong influcnce of
Sanskeit from the very beginming. There are several other
features which we can show as ancicnt 1o claim classical
status, The first and foremost nced, however, is the urgent
establishment of a Malayalam language University.

Courtesy: Marthnebhumi Puthusseri Ramachandran
(1.11.2009)

Translated by B. GGopinathan Nair

[NOTE: Following are a few Excerpts from DLA News
regarding the Need for Setting up a Malayalam University

Inaugurating the panel discussion on ‘Language
content and challenge in Education' organized as part of
the International Seminar and Conference of Dravidian
Linguists held in Trivandrum on January 6-12, 1986,
Mr. T.M. Jacob, then Minister for Education, Kerala said
that he was convinced of the nced for selling up a
Malayalam University.

The Minister's announcemenl came in response (o
the then Viee-Chancellor of Tamil Unwersity, Dr. VL
Subramoniam’s words that there arc already Unmversitics
for Tamil, Telugu and proposcd University for Kannada
and that Malayalam should not be behind, Mr. Jacob said

that the Governmenl is covisaging the Malayalam
University in the pattem of these Universities and bodies
like Language Institute, Institvte of Encyclopacdic
Publications and Malayalam Lexicon would be brought
under it. This will also improve the functioning of these
hadies.

[ DLA News: February 1986 |

Malayalam University to be staried immediately

The Chiel Minmsier and Education Minister
announce Lhis in the Assembly. A long fell need.

Dr. Puthusseri Ramachandran and hall a dozen
young men of the DLA / ISDL. canvassed for vears. When
the Annual Conference of Dravidian Linguists was in
session and the Education Minister and the MLA,
Sri. MLA. Vaheed, atiended the function, This proposal was
emphasteed.

The S0ih year of formation of Kerala sces the birth
of the Malayalam University,

| DLA News: (xtober 20046 |

Proposal for Establishing Malayalam University

Need and justficotion: The need for a Malayalam
University bas becn reiterated several limes by successive
CGovernments of different political bues. The latest
cxpression of Governmental intention was in the prescmt
Chiel Minister's stlalements on 151 November 2008 (Kerala
Day).

A notc prepared by Mr. T. Madhava Menon LAS.
{Retd.), Senior Fellow, ISDL has been published in the
DLA News: November 2008.

Latest Appeal by the DLA for Malayalam University

The General Body Mecting of the Dravidian
Linguistics Association hckd on 1962009 in conneclion
with the 3Tth All India Confercnee of Dravidian Linguists
[rom 15-20 June 2009 a1 1SD1. Comples, Thirevanantbapuram
unanimously passed the lollowing resolution:

The 37th AICDL hereby resolves that there is
urgent necd for the establishment of a University dedicated
10 the study of Malayalam as a language and as the base of
distinetive cullural forms, including innovations 1o satisfy
emcrging and future necds.

This was unanimously approved by the members of
the General Body and further resolved to address the
Government of Kerala in this regard. |

Editor, DLA News







