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V.I. SUBRAMONIAM 
COMMEMORATION VOLUMES 

Vol. I: Studies on Dravidian - Crown ¼, 
pp. xx + 515, Rs. 1,280/- (US$ 110/-) 
Vol. II: Studies on Indian Languages 
and Cultures – Crown ¼, pp. xx + 458, 
Rs. 1,150/- (US$ 105/-) 
Dravidian Syntactic Typology   
Sanford B. Steever, 2017, PB, Demy 1/8, 
pp. xiv + 162, Rs. 240/- (US$ 24/-) 

Please buy and recommend the publications of DLA and ISDL to others. DLA and ISDL publications are now available at special discount. 
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS 
Our Best Wishes for a happy, prosperous and academically glorious New Year to all 

members, readers, contributors and well-wishers of DLA, ISDL, IJDL and DLA News. 
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Latest Publications: TRIBUTES OF LOVE AND AFFECTION: REMINISCENCES OF PR OF. V.I. SUBRAMONIAM , Naduvattom 
Gopalakrishnan, T.P. Sankarankutty Nair & C.S. Hariharan (Eds.), 2019, PB, Demy 1/8, pp. vi + 212, Rs. 300/- (US$ 30/-). THE RIDDLE 
THAT IS TAMIL , R. Kothandaraman (Ed.), 2019, PB, Demy 1/8, pp. iiv + 480, Rs. 750/- (US$ 75/-). STUDIES ON BANGLA 
LINGUISTICS ,  Naduvattom Gopalakrishnan (Ed.), 2019, PB, Demy 1/8, pp. viii + 385, Rs. 450/- (US$ 45/-). EVOLUTION OF A 
COMPOSITE CULTURE IN KERALA , B. Padmakumari Amma, 2019, PB, Demy 1/8, pp. xiv + 341, Rs. 350/- (US$ 35/-). 
EFFECTIVITY AND CAUSATIVITY IN TAMIL , K. Paramasivam, 2019 Reprint, PB, Demy 1/8, pp. 6 + 83, Rs. 150/- (US$ 15/-). 
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KERALA SAHITYA AKADEMI AWARD TO DR. NADUVATTOM GOPA LAKRISHNAN 

The Kerala Sahitya Akademi’s prestigious I.C. Chacko Endowment Award for Linguistics, 
Grammar and History of Language for the year 2018 was awarded to Prof. Naduvattom 
Gopalakrishnan for his book ‘Bhashacaritradharakal’ (Streams of the History of Malayalam). 
This is the second time Prof. Naduvattom Gopalakrishnan is selected for Kerala Sahitya Akademi 
Award for outstanding scholarly works. Two months before the declaration of Sahitya Akademi’s 
Award, Prof. Naduvattom Gopalakrishnan had got Prof. Elamkulam Kunjan Pillai Memorial 
Award for his contribution to the study of Malayalam language and literature. Kerala Sahitya 
Akademi has selected Prof. Naduvattom Gopalakrishnan for this award considering his 
contribution both in the field of Dravidian Linguistics and in the study of History of Malayalam 
language. Presently Prof. Naduvattom Gopalakrishnan, former Deputy Director of Collegiate 
Education, Government of Kerala, holds many prestigious positions like the Director, 
International School of Dravidian Linguistics, Dean, Dravidian Linguistic Association of India 
and Special Officer of the Kerala Government’s Commission for Minority Languages. He has 
contributed a good number of articles and books on Malayalam Language and Literature, 
Dravidian Linguistics and Cultural studies. 

S. Abdul Samed 
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University) will also be attending the symposium. 

Raghavan Payyanad 

Report of the Three-day National Seminar on 
CURRENT TRENDS IN LANGUAGE & 

LITERATURE IN INDIA 

The School of Indian Languages, University of 
Kerala organized a three-day national seminar on 
Current Trends in Language and Literature in India 
from 11-13 December 2019 at the seminar hall, 
Department of Hindi, O.N.V. Memorial Academic 
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Complex, Karyavattom campus. Dr R. Jayachandran 
(Dean, Faculty of Oriental Studies, University of Kerala) 
presided over the inaugural session. The meeting started 
with an invocation followed by a welcome note by Dr. S. 
Kunjamma (Director, School of Indian Languages). 
Prof. Ajaykumar P.P. (Pro Vice-Chancellor, University 
of Kerala) inaugurated the seminar. In his inaugural 
speech, he stressed the need for the improvement of 
linguistic and language-oriented research in the current 
scenario of Indian academics and the need for 
translations between Indian languages. Prof. G.K. 
Panikkar (Former Hon. Director, ISDL) and Dr. S. 
Nazeeb, Member, Syndicate, University of Kerala 
felicitated the seminar. This was followed by the keynote 
speech delivered by Dr. Sarita G. (Department of English, 
Government Women’s College, Thiruvananthapuram). She 
emphasized that the development of English in India is not 
as a foreign language, but as one of the regional 
languages of India. India has a long tradition of English 
language writing that is often under-appreciated. And, it 
is also said that a frank, confessional style has been a 
distinctive feature of Indian literature in English. She 
explained how the landscape of literature is shifting 
rapidly in this age of electronic media. She concluded the 
keynote address by talking about eco-feminism - linking 
the tragedy of environmental destruction with the 
destruction of feminine. The seminar was embellished by 
the presence and presentations of resource persons from 
different areas of Indian Linguistics. On the first day, 
Dr. S.P. Sreenivasan (Department of Tamil, University 
College, Thiruvananthapuram) delivered his talk on 
Status of Academic Research in India. He emphasized the 
need for an Education approach in regional languages 
being preferable to English, as the student has fewer 
problems in the form of an unfamiliar language to get 
adjusted to. Another resource person, Dr. Curiously 
Bareh (Department of Linguistics, Central University of 
Kerala) talked on how Austro-Asiatic languages are 
autochthonous to South East Asia. He opined that the 
Mon-Khmer, Munda and Assamese are genetically 
related. Dr. M. Sreenathan (Professor & Dean, 
Malayalam University) and Prof. V. Vasudevan (Sree 
Sankaracharya University of Sanskrit) were the other 
resource persons who gave informative lectures on 
different issues in the current Indian academic arena. 
Forty-five papers were presented in the seminar by 
teachers, research scholars and students from different 
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NEW LIFE-MEMBERS OF DLA 
(December 2019) 

1. Mr. Kunnath Chandrasekharan    (Membership No. 1382/2019) 
E-3, Sivaji Sapphire, Jawahar Nagar, Kowdiar, Thiruvananthapuram – 
695 003, Kerala 

2. Mrs. Tirumala Pal Biswas        (Membership No. 1383/2019) 
413/1 Jessore Road, Dum Dum, Mrinalini, Kolkata – 700 028, West 
Bengal 

3. Mr. Arup Pandit         (Membership No. 1384/2019) 
Vill. Gureghar, P.O. Bishnubati, Dist. P. Bardhaman – 713 404, West 
Bengal 

4. Mr. I. Suthakaran        (Membership No. 1385/2019) 
Advocate, No. 31, Lawyers Chamber, High Court Campus, Madurai – 
625 023, Tamil Nadu 
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KERALA SAHITYA AKADEMI AWARD TO PROF. SCARIA ZACHAR IA  
Prof. Scaria Zacharia has received Kerala Sahitya Akademi award for his overall 

contributions to Malayalam language. Prof. Scaria Zacharia energized Malayalam knowledge 
network by adding more than one hundred texts to its canons. His discovery of the rare works of 
Hermann Gundert and many invaluable texts of Malayalam from the Tübingen University 
archives in Germany was a groundbreaking moment in the history of Malayalam studies. Digital 
versions of these manuscripts are now available for scholars across the world. This paved way 
for many empirical and theoretical developments in literary historiography, textual analysis, 
comparative literature, translation studies, folklore, and cultural studies. His contributions to the 
area of Jewish Malayalam studies, particularly through Karkuzhali (a bilingual book on Jewish 
Malayalam folk songs published by the Hebrew University), not only revitalized the fading 
cultural memories of Kerala, but also showed Kerala as a hyphenated society citing text, 
practices and narratives in different languages. His pioneering works have earned him many 
accolades like Alexander von Humboldt Research Fellowship at the University of Tübingen, 
DAAD Fellowship at the University of Tübingen and Visiting Research Professor at Hebrew 
University, Israel. In view of his immense contributions, he was also appointed as the first 
Hermann Gundert Chair Professor at the University of Tübingen. He has delivered invited 
public lectures at many leading institutions across the world, including American Library of 
Congress, Harvard University and Oxford University. He has more than 30 books and 180 
articles to his credit. Malayalam University has also recently announced its decision to confer 
D.Litt. to Prof. Scaria Zacharia. 


